
MILFORD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
June 14, 2026| 10:00 AM  | 3rd Sunday After Pentecost  

Theme: Forming a Family/Preparing a People  
Jennifer Lovallo, Pastor          

Jeffrey Fornoff, Music Director 

GATHERING SONG                        “Sanctuary” (4x)   TFWS 2164++ 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS        

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
God meets us in surprising yet ordinary places—under a tree, in the smile of a stranger, 
in a refreshing breeze that comes at just the right time.  

God, open our hearts to notice your presence all around us.   
God speaks to us in surprising yet ordinary ways—in a well-placed word from a friend, in 
a prayer that comes at just the right time, in a song that resonates through our entire 
being.  

God, open our minds to recognize your voice all around us.   
God fulfills God’s promises in surprising yet ordinary ways—in an unexpected act of 
kindness, in providing just what we need at just the right time, in sending someone to 
listen when we feel alone. 

God, open our hands to receive your blessings all around us.   
Beloved, in the surprising and ordinary ways that God shows up among us, may we meet 
God and our neighbors with open hearts, minds, and hands, ready to encounter God’s 
miraculous work.   

 God, open our lives to receive your blessings, that we may share together 
in the joy, wonder, and laughter of God’s miraculous works all around us.   

* CONGREGATION STANDS AS COMFORTABLE         CONGREGATION RESPONSE IN BOLD Italic 

Key to abbreviations:  OT: Old Testament; NT: New Testament   UMH: The United Methodist Hymnal     
 TFWS: The Faith We Sing   ++ Indicates Someone's Favorite Hymn 

*OPENING HYMN  “Open the Eyes of My Heart”        W&S 3008 see insert 

PRAYER OF CENTERING 
God, as you met Abraham in an ordinary moment of hospitality, meet us today in 
the ordinary moments of our lives.  Open our minds to recognize your presence 
among us; open our hearts to receive your promises; open our arms to embrace 
your miraculous works with joy, wonder, and laughter.  As we gather to worship, 
help us find the courage to hope, the wisdom to trust, and the perseverance to     
cooperate with you as you fulfill our promises as you work for abundant life for all 
creation.  Amen.   

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                        Psalm 100      OT p. 552 
ANTHEM                      “I Will Call Upon the Lord”             TFWS 2002 

DRAMATIC READING            Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7            OT. P. 14,16 

  

SERMON                                 “Laughter” 
 

OFFERING                “In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful”        TFWS 2195++ 
*DOXOLOGY                                         “Give Thanks”              TFWS 2036++
   

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Joyful Giver of Miracles, we come to you with hearts open to the unexpected, for 
you are the God who surprises us with joy, even in seasons of waiting and disbelief.  
As Abraham and Sarah offered their hospitality and received the promise of new 
life, so we offer our gifts in trust and gratitude.  Bless these gifts, that they may bear 
witness to your goodness, extending joy, hope, and welcome to the world you so 
love.  May our giving be a reflection of our faith, and may our faith be full of     
laughter. In the name of the one who brings life out of impossibility, we pray. 
Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
LORD’S PRAYER         UMH 895 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

*CLOSING HYMN   “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”            TFWS 2129



Rev. Jennifer Lovallo, Pastor – jennlovallo@gmail.com - 201.314.8442 
Office:  206 East Ann Street- 570.296.6124  

www.milfordmethodists.org --  milfordmethodists@gmail.com 
Follow us on Instagram: @milfordmethodists  

and Facebook: www.facebook.com/MilfordUMC 
Zoom Meeting Link at bit.ly/MUMCZoom 

       BIBLE STUDY (Bible Basics) will be offered Monday nights at 6:30pm  

    JUNE  (6/15, 6/22, 6/29) (H) 

• Thursday, June 18th 7:30PM  Faith & Fiction Book Club (Conference Room) 

• Saturday, June 20th—4:30—8:30PM – Lumos Experience Concerts–                
  Help Needed for Concession  Set-up, Sales & Clean-Up 

• Wednesday, June 24th  6:30PM—One Board Meeting (Conference Room) 

• Saturday, June 27th 5PM—Dinner Church Pot Luck (Fellowship Hall) 

• Friday, July 3rd 6-8PM—Pizza & Game Night ( Fellowship Hall)—Let us know if 
you plan to attend, call or email the office, thank you! 

• Friday, July 10th 6-8PM—Ecumenical Food Pantry at Good Shepherd Church 

Don’t forget to submit your list of Favorite Hymns 

for 2026. Deadline is June 28th!  Our Annual 

Hymn Sing will be held July 12th. 

              GREETER |            Joan Arlequeeuw             

                         LITURGIST |            Jan Lucciola 

                SPECIAL MUSIC |  Marc Lovallo—Keyboard 
     Linnea Geno—Percussion 
     Tom Stukane, Guitar 
     Maria Cirillo-Lein—Flute & Tambourine 
     COFFEE HOUR|  Church Mouse 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                                                            
For all that has been…Thanks! 
For all that will be…Yes! 
*SENDING FORTH 
*POSTLUDE 

PRAYER LIST: Linda Grady, Betsy Gramer, Steve Swanson, Jerry Graham, Joe Allred, Teresa 

Graham, Caite Panzer, Dr. Antonella, Cassie, Gwen Gilmore, Pam Sackett, Bradley Seltzer, 

Beth Klopfleisch, Jackie & Dani Pentecharsky, Connie & Fred Lamando, Terry Coupell, Gary 

Psarudakis, Pat Mystkowski, Barbara Urban, Hernandez Family, Dianne Siconolfi, Patrick 

Singer, Mark Geleyn, Carolyn Grossmann, Linda Ryder, Joanne Green, Jacob Hernandez,   

Rebecca Suarez, Barbara Brown, Nazareth, Joe Schneider, Jim Schneider, Tedesco Family, 

John Rodriguez, Geoff Sackett, Armando Avila, Agnes Halsey, David Kent, James Bennet, Lori 

Sheppard, Nancy McKeen, Steve Urban, Brian Sheppard, Lee Malone,  Ellen Lee, Henry     

Salidino, Jim Lordi 

Last week, our Communion Offering raised $315.00  to support        

Reconciling Ministries Network.  Your generosity supports a vision of a 

transformed Church that ensures justice, equity, and dignity for all of 

God’s children in their diverse intersecting identities.  

“Love one another as I have loved you.” — John 13:34 

Jesus didn’t love in theory, he embodied it in word and action. Visible allyship reflects 

Christ’s radical welcome and our commitment to live that love aloud. 

Bishop Karen Oliveto reminds us: “Being the church means creating spaces where eve-
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