


A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JENN

Dear Friends,

Near the beginning of October, I experienced severe abdominal pain that sent me to the
Emergency Room. The test results were looking good, and the doctor was cheerful and confident
that I would be sent home soon. Then his demeanor changed completely when the radiologist
reported the CT Scan findings: a large mass in my intestines. I was admitted to the hospital and
an emergency endoscopy was ordered. It all happened so quickly, but instead of being alarmed,
I was filled with a sense of calm and peace. Even when the doctor said it was most likely cancer
I wasn’t concerned. I wanted to wait for all of the tests to come back before I started worrying,
and that meant waiting several days. During that time, I had my family praying for me, and my
Bishop and District Superintendent. [ felt bathed in prayer, and I knew that whatever the
outcome, God was with me.

“And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to your span of life?” — Matthew 6:27

I was surprised that the nurses and hospital doctor continued to talk about cancer even
before I had my colonoscopy. I kept thinking about Jesus’ words, and I felt it was more prudent
to wait for the pathology results before worrying about cancer. When the test was finally done
the doctors were amazed because there was no mass in the intestines. It had simply disappeared.
The hospital doctor actually jumped for joy when she came to my room to tell me the good news.

I can’t explain what happened, and I don’t need to. All I know is that throughout my entire
ordeal I felt the presence of the Holy Spirit in an unmistakable and amazing way. I didn’t worry
about my diagnosis because I knew that whatever the doctors discovered, I would be all right.

God would give me the strength I needed to face whatever outcome presented itself.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” - Proverbs 3:5-6

In this season of thanksgiving I am grateful for a loving and generous God who carries me
throughout every struggle, providing comfort and healing and amazing grace. We don’t know
what tomorrow brings, or what challenges we may have to face, but one thing is sure: God’s love
will never fail. May the Holy Spirit fill you with hope and joy and the certainty of God’s abiding
presence this day and for all your tomorrows.

Blessings,

Costor Jenw



November - December Worshi

Join us for 10:00 am Worship on Sundays, in-person, or livestreaming on our Facebook page.

Is faith a gift or a choice”? |s it something God does in us, or
something we do for God? Faith is a combination of all that and
more. It is a partnership with God as we enter into relationship
for our good and for the good of the world around us. We are
choosing every day to live by faith, to be shaped by faith, and to
submit all of our actions and relationships to the measure of faith.
Throughout this stewardship series, you are invited to examine
what it means to be people who are choosing faith.
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Movember 2™ - All Saints Sunday/ HOLY COMMUNION
“Ancestral Faith"/ 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12

November 9" - Consecration Sunday/ “Living Faith™ Haggai 2:1-9
Pot-Luck Luncheon following worship

November 16" = Guest Preacher: Lee Haase

THURSDAY, November 20" 5:30 pm - Trans Day of Remembrance Service, Church Lawn

November 23™ - “Transcendant Faith”/ Colossians 1:11-20
4:00 pm = Community Thanksgiving Service at Milford Borough Hall, 108 W. Catharine StL.

November 30™ - First Sunday of Advent/ Hanging of the Greens/ Noisy Offering
"Wake Up!"/ Romans 13:8-14

December 7" = Second Sunday of Advent' HOLY COMMUNION
"Turn Arcund!"™’ Matthew 3:1-12

December 14™ - Third Sunday of Advent/ Sunday School Christmas Pageant
"Behold!™ Luke 1:46-55, James 5:7-10

December 21* - Fourth Sunday of Advent’ Paper Bag Pageant: “Once Upon a Manger”
5:00 pm = Longest Night Taize Worship/Vigil for the Unhoused folfowed by Soup Supper

December 24 — 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Warship! .y Cfwiamas’”

December 28™ — Service of Lessons and Carols



Dear Friends,

—
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5 faith a gift, or a choice? Is it something God does in us — a gift from
; God? Or is it something we do for God = a choice we make? |If you
answered “yes" to both questions, you're right. Faith 15 not an
“githerfor”. Faith is "bothfand”. it's both a gift from God, and a choice
i R , ” that we make, a5 well as so much more. Faith is a partnership with God
' as we enter into relationship with God and with others, We are
choosing every day to e by our faith, to be shaped by our faith, and to
submit all of our actions and relationships to the measure of faith.

This year's stewardship theme is “Choosing Faith®. | invite you to examine what it means to be people of

faith, and to give thanks for Milford URC which helps us develop, strengthen, and live out aur faith. Each
year we have the opportunity to make a commitment to support the missions and ministries of our local

church by giving generously of our time, talent, and treasures. Some of us may feel incapable of giving
enough to make a difference, but when we work together as a faith community, our gifts are magnified.

Jesus reminds us in Luke 16:10, “Wheever is fafthful in o very little is foithful olso in muoch.”

During the next month we'll have the opportunity to deepen our faith through worship and giving. |
encourage you to join ws on Sundays at 10:00 AM either in-person or online as we explore Jesus’ words
and actions in the Gospel of Luke and consider how we can growth in faith, service, and generosity.
Prayerfully consider your support of the church for 2026, then fill out and retwm the enclosed Estimate of
Giving card to the church office or offering plate. Our commitments will be consecrated an gur Faithful
Living Sunday, Movember 9, followed by a celebration brunch.

Please know that your financial commitments are always confidential, and any gift, great or small, will
make a significant contribution to the mission and ministry of Christ through our church. You may also
adjust the amount of your pledge at any time if life circumstances change,

Christ has called the Church to be an example of faithful living in the world, We honor God through our
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness, sharing the good news of God's grace in word and action.
Your support of Milford UMC makes possible our community outreach, feeding ministries, support of local

non-profits, and connections we build with children and youth, We are the people who are choosing faith.

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” —Helbrews 11:1

Blessings,

Pastar lenn




Help Wanted

SUNDAY HELPERS NEEDED

CONTACT LIZ in OFFICE
570-296-6124
Tech People
Sunday School Helpers
Bell Ringers
Choir Members

Nursery Staff Needed
We need a nursery caretaker for Sundays 9:45-11:15
~ The salary is $25/week. Background check and Safe
Sanctuary online training required.

Our infants and toddlers need someone who is able to
care for their needs. Must like playing Peek-A-Boo,
reading stories, holding, feeding and changing when
needed. You will be one of two people in the room.

- If you are interested in the joy filled positions, please
contagt Rebecca Masters via email : rebamast@gmall com
aade or text/call 845-417-6122 o




HOLIDAY
CRAFT &
BAKE SALE

Friday & Saturday

Nov. 7th & 8th
mﬂ“"’ %,

4@ 9:30am-3:30pm

MILFORD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

206 E. Ann 5t.
Milford, PA 18337



All Proceeds Benefit the Port Jervis Warming Station for the Homeless.

The Jouy Scasons (hosafc
The Vew Lite Sthool Yoully Cliody
The Dingman-Defawase Chifdien's Chody
and spcciaf) guesl
Peaywell Koti Denkos

Port ]etvis
Warming
Station

Friday, November 7, 2025, 7:00pm
First Presbyterian Church, 60 Sussex Street, Port Jervis, NY

For more information call 845-649-8720
or email jackaustinvoices@gmail.com




Reconciling Ministries

Tl'i%l'sity

Community. Diversity. Equality.

triversitycenter.org




FAITH ¢# FICTION
BooOK CLUB

We meet in person for a literary discussion on
the 3rd Thursday of every month at 7:30 PM in
the MUMC Conference Room. Hot beverages
and light snacks are provided.

November's book is the Pulitzer Prize-winning

Gilead by Marilynne Robinson. If you'd like to

join the 11/20 meeting, just read the book and
ring a passage, theme, or question to discuss!

Text Linnea (570 977 5006) and/or Jodi
(845 699 1682) with any questions.

Community Thanksgiving Service

=/
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Sunday, November 23rd Loz
4PM
Milford Borough Hall

109 W. Catharine St.



AT T Advent Video Study and
| Soup Supper
s BORN

A BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO NATIVITY STORIES Discover the fascinating connections
- between ancient birth stories and the
Nativity of Jesus in this four-week
Advent study.

Mondays at 6:00pm in the
Conference Room
November 24th, December 1st, 8th,
and 15th
Delve into the narratives of Isaac and
Ishmael, Samson, and Samuel to learn
how they foreshadow and enrich the
timeless Christmas story of Jesus’ birth.
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Ria ' Our November-December Hands On Mission Project, which
{15 focuses on bringing joy to children and youth in our
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community. This year, we invite you to participate by

fh ~ contributing to our Angel Tree initiative. Starting November ;l ‘
lii; 16th, you will find our Angel Tree located in the Narthex. .' '1';
h{ Each angel on the tree represents a child's wish list, hi
I;H providing you with the opportunity to select one and fulfill »:'E |
' a holiday wish. Your generosity and kindness can make a
'll} significant difference in the lives of these young '“{ .
!lli ~ individuals, and we hope you will join us in spreading the i.if;:";?.

) . spirit of giving this season. Thank you for your continued

support and.compassion. - (i
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HohdayWho\oﬂa:hoH!

Join us for a dramatized reading of Dr. Seuss’ *How The
Grinch Stole Christmast”
presented with musical accompaniment by members of
our Adult Choir and Bell Choir,
m:ﬁnﬂyﬁenﬂth to the entire

“,Inmﬁrdcnjnylngﬂnﬂw
activities, culminating in the Tree Lighting at the Visitors
Center.

" Dr Seuss’

Saturday, December 6 ::% i

'.l'
doors open 2:30pm | .,h“;??&";m
Performance 3:00pm | @H’“"" '
Milford United Methodist s
Church

.- : .:; . P '

206 E. Ann St. Milford pPA
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- Sing Along with

"Santa & * »

Community Dinner

* Saturday, December 13th

4:00 PM - Sing Along with Santa
5:00 PM - Lasagna Dinner X

E EVENT - All Are Welcome!

Come celebrate the joy of the season with
community, music, and delicious food.
Bring your holiday spirit and singing
voice - 8anta will be there to join in!

Milford United Methodist Church
206 L. Ann. 5t.. Milford, PA
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Crafty Ladies Looking for Donations of

Please see Rhonda

or Liz in church

OffiCG to Cl?’Op Off

donations. Thank

you.’

GREEN TEAM: TREX UPDATE

Hello everyone!

| hope you are all doing well on this beautiful fall day! The time has finally
come tor our NexTrex challenge year to be up. It officially ends on
November Ist. We have (thus ?or) collected over 700 pounds of light
plastic! Unfortunately | don't think we will be reaching the 1,000 pound
goal so we will not be receiving a bench.

Looking to the future, we can absolutely do the challenge again. | will,
however, be at college for a majority of next year so | cannot manage it
for the upcoming year. If you would {)e interested in doing this challenge
again, we'll need someone to take over my role as the person who submits
the data to Trex. If not we could consider joining with any other nonprofits
that are doing it.

Even though we did not complete the goal, we saved over 700 pounds of
light plastic from staying in a landfill until the return of Christ! I will make
an announcement in church when we decide what to do going forward
with the program.

P | Since Jackson filed his report, we are happy to announce, we will continue the
eace. . : .

collection of soft plastic to be recycled and Richard Bloomer has generously
—JOCI(SOH HG nCOCk volunteered to take over for Jackson, who was a wonderful leader of this initiative!
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followed by Soup Fellowship

Join us for a special service of shadow & light on
the longest night of the year, afterwards we will
come together in a candlelight vigil to support
those who may be unhoused or at risk to be. We
will have soup, sandwiches, and fellowship.
Donations for the Tri-State Warming Station
Welcome. Most Needed women's underwear, as
well as socks and gloves.
All are welcome.



Annual Church Conference

Held on October 25, 2025 at
Sparta UMC

Wonderful turnout for our
Church Conference ! A time
to celebrate the missions and

ministries of Milford UMC

with our amazing leaders!

The Church Conference Journal is available via
this link:
file:///C:/Users/Milford%20UMC/Downloads/2025
%20Charge%20Conference%20Journal.pdf
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Advent 2025 starts on Sunday, November 30, 2025, and ends on
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2025



