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Dear Friends,
On the second Sunday of May we celebrate “Mother’s Day.” Did you know that this holiday started with the Methodist
Church? It was first observed in its present form with a special service in May 1907 at the Methodist Episcopal Church
in Grafton, West Virginia. Anna Jarvis, a Methodist layperson, organized the service to honor her mother who had died
in 1905. By 1908 Anna was advocating that all mothers be honored on the second Sunday in May, and in 1912 at the
General Conference the denomination recognized the day and raised it to the national agenda. Two years later Woodrow Wilson signed a proclamation, establishing the day as a national holiday.
Anna Jarvis’ mother, Ann Reeves Jarvis, had been a peace activist caring for wounded soldiers on both sides of the Civil
War. She and fellow activist, Julia Ward Howe, sought to establish a “Mother’s Day For Peace” in which Mothers would
ask that their sons and husbands no longer be killed in wars. When Anna created the worship service honoring her
mother in 1907 the focus was on peace and love and gratitude, as Ann Reeves Jarvis would have desired.
By the early 1920s the holiday had become commercialized, due primarily to Hallmark Cards. Infuriated, Anna Jarvis
became an activist, organizing boycotts and threatening lawsuits. Her main complaint was that the emphasis had shifted from sentiment to profit, and that the idea of Mother’s Day had been misinterpreted. Her anger reminds me of the
frustration Jesus experienced when he encountered the moneychangers and dove-sellers in the Temple, as recorded in
Matthew 21:12-13:
Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be
called a house of prayer’; but you are making it a den of robbers.”
Jesus saw the money changers and dove sellers extorting the poor and foreigners, and he was infuriated. The emphasis of the Temple was to worship God in peace, love, and gratitude, but the religious leaders had allowed it to become
commercialized, with the emphasis shifting from hospitality to profit. Worst of all, poor people and immigrants were
being excluded from worship and denied access to God’s forgiveness. Jesus overturned the tables in order to restore
God’s will. God’s people had misinterpreted the Law and turned toward their own selfish desires. Jesus upended their
lives in order to set them back on the right path.
If we’ve gotten distracted by worldly cares, or drifted from the community of Christ, Jesus wants us to turn around and
find our way home. Peace and love and gratitude are waiting for us. And, as we honor our Mothers this month – as
well as all those who have been mothers to us – let us remember our Mothering God who calls us to inclusive love. We
continue the 50-day celebration of Easter this month as well, so let us keep our emphasis on faith and our focus on the
hope of the Resurrection.
Blessings in Christ,

Pastor Jenn

WAYS TO SERVE
OUTREACH UPDATE
The GO BAG PROJECT celebrated its successful conclusion on Sunday, April 3, with a
special blessing by Pastor Jenn and a Mission Moment from Michele Burrell, Administrator at Pike County Children and Youth Services. Thanks to the strong leadership
of Project Managers Nancy Heim and Rhonda Leister and the extraordinary generosGO BAG PROJECT ity of our congregation, the lives of children and the caseworkers who care for them
in a difficult moment will be made just a bit easier.

At present, the OUTREACH TEAM is developing plans, in collaboration with the
RECONCILING MINISTRIES Team, to observe Pride Month in June. Highlights will
include the dedication of new signage identifying Milford United Methodist
Church as a Reconciling Congregation, participation in Sussex County Pride and a
lay led book study. The book selected is 'If God is Love, Don't Be a Jerk' by John
Pavlovitz. Available on Amazon, the book is an engaging, provocative read and
provides lots of food for thought and discussion. Stay tuned for more information
on Pride Month activities!
As a first step in our goal to reconnect with The Board of Global
Ministries, UMCOR and other United Methodist agencies, Milford
United Methodist Church will once again participate in the six
'SPECIAL OFFERINGS OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH'. Offerings remaining for 2022 are as follows: Native American Ministries Sunday(May), Peace with Justice Sunday (June), World Communion Sunday (October), United Methodist Student Day (December). These offerings will provide an
opportunity to join with other United Methodists in support of important ministries in our national
and international 'parishes'.
The next meeting of the Outreach Team will be Monday, May 16, 6:30 p.m. via ZOOM. Interested
in exploring how MUMC can reach out more effectively to all of our communities.....local, national
and global? Your perspective is needed. Questions? Reach out to Janice Holleny, Outreach Team
Leader at janiceholleny@verizon.net.

The church office will be closed Monday, May 31 in observance of Memorial Day.

WAYS TO GROW
SUMMER ACTING WORKSHOPS

Milford UMC
Theatre Arts
Storybook Theatre

– An improvisational acting workshop to develop modern-day fairy tales. This 5-week workshop will introduce
students to the craft of improv through acting exercises and storytelling. Join us as we take a new look at some old tales, creating our own
dramas to be performed on Saturday, June 4th at the Outdoor Stage
during the Milford United Methodist Church Strawberry
Festival.
Classes are open to Middle School and High School aged students.
Beginning Sunday, May 1st from 1:15 – 2:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall
COST is $50 or $40 for returning students
(financial assistance available – No student will be turned away!)

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES
Magical Workshop – A 5-day summer workshop
celebrating the music and magic of our favorite animated
films.
Monday, July 11 – Friday, July 15
Or/ Monday, July 25 – Friday, July 29

Paint and Play – An introduction to the
arts for preschoolers and their parents.
Sunday, June 12, 19, and 26

Contact: Jenn Lovallo 201-314-8442 or emaIL
jennlovallo@gmail.com for more information

WAYS TO GROW
HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE IN UKRAINE
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has been in communication
with partners and actively exploring the coordination of the humanitarian
response in Ukraine. If you would like to make an on-line donation in support
of Ukrainian response efforts, you can do so by going to: umcmission.org—
Advance #982450

BOOK STUDY
“The LORD’S Prayer: The Meaning and Power of the Prayer Jesus Taught”
by Adam Hamilton

No other prayer is more important than the one Jesus taught us to pray. We pray it
often, but do we really know it? The challenge of this 6-week study is to understand and appreciate the meaning and power of The LORD’S Prayer, and what we
ask God each time we pray it. Meeting in person on Sundays at noon, and online
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm via Zoom link bit.ly/MUMCZoom beginning May 1st

CRAFTY LADIES
The Crafty Ladies continue to meet Thursdays at 9:30AM, to prepare for
the spring festival. All are welcome, crafty or not.

THE UPPER ROOM
Copies of the May/June Upper Room are now available. We have regular and
large print copies. You can pick up your copy in the Little Free Pantry or in the
Narthex of the church beginning this Sunday, May 2. If you are unable to pick up
a copy, but would still like one, please call the church office.

WAYS TO WORSHIP
COMING UP IN WORSHIP
Our May Worship Theme is “The LORD’s Prayer: The Meaning and Power of the
Prayer Jesus Taught”.
No other prayer is more important than the one Jesus taught us to pray. Join us for
10:00 am Worship on Sundays, in-person, or livestreaming on our Facebook page.
A 6-week book study is available in-person on Sundays at Noon, and online via Zoom
link bit.ly/MUMCZoom Wednesdays at 6pm.
May 1st – Communion/ “Our Father, Who Art in Heaven…”
Join us in worship as we consider what it means to address God as “Our Father”,
and discover ways to “hallow” God’s name.
May 8th – “Whose Will Be Done?”
What does it look like to discern and do God’s will in the world today?
May 15th – “Our Daily Bread”
Join us as we explore the context of the LORD’s Prayer, and determine ways we can
be an answer to someone else’s prayer.
May 22nd – “Forgive…As We Forgive”
Defining what forgiveness does, and does not mean is an important step in seeking
ways to extend forgiveness to others.
May 29th – “And Lead Us, Not Into Temptation”
Join us as we discover how the “armor of God” can help us withstand temptations.
June 5th – Pentecost Sunday/Communion
“For THINE is the Kingdom, Power, and Glory”
Celebrate the birth of Christ’s Church with us and learn the
importance of praising God. Don’t forget to wear RED for Pentecost!

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
May 5 is the National Day of Prayer. In observance of the
National Day of Prayer, the Sanctuary will be open from
12:00—3:00 PM .
We invite you to a personal time of prayer and reflection.

WAYS TO SUPPORT
FINANCE UPDATE
The finance committee is looking for members who would like to serve as a volunteer to observe
and/or help count the weekly offering. We would like to come up with a schedule and have
enough volunteers so that it will only be a once-a-month task. Counting the offering usually takes
approximately one hour and will be done on Tuesday afternoon or Wednesday morning based on
your preference. Please consider this important ministry to serve and learn about our church finances.
The finance committee meeting we were planning to have on April 26, will be postponed until
May with the date to be announced. Our meetings are open, and we are always open to suggestions for fund raisers and other creative ideas to support our ministries. Speaking of fund raising,
we are looking for volunteers to assist with the upcoming Strawberry festival.
Please don’t forget to make your Amazon purchases through Amazon Smile and designate the
MUMC as the charitable organization. We will receive a small percentage of the purchases. You
can download the Smile app on a smartphone or click on the Smile link each time on the desktop.
Matthew 6:19 Treasures in Heaven “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and
vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.”

GINA’S HOPECHEST
A reminder that we still have our account to consign items at Gina’s Hopechest. Think about us
when you are cleaning out and de-cluttering or if you have an unwanted gift you can’t return. If you are
interested in dropping off items of this nature in order to benefit Milford UMC, you can do so by telling
Gina they are being donated for account #919. We receive 50% of the proceeds. If you
would like to arrange for a contact-less pickup, please email peacegrl62@gmail.com or call
Liz at 917-270-5439.
Gina’s Hope Chest-77 Fowler Street, Port Jervis (845) 856-4673. Call to confirm hours.

AMAZON SMILE
A reminder that the church has an AMAZON SMILE account, which donates 0.5% of the purchase price directly to our church! What an easy way to support the mission and ministry of MUMC. Next time you shop,
use this link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6464581 which will allow you to select Milford United Methodist Church as your charity of choice.

WAYS TO SUPPORT
LITTLE FREE PANTRY

Our Little Fee Pantry is being used!
We want to keep it fully stocked with
easily prepared, nutritious foods.
Let this helpful graphic be your shopping guide
and please donate generously!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FOOD PANTRY The
Ecumenical Food Pantry has begun planning for
resuming in person distribution. We are looking
for volunteers to work the following dates:
May 6, June 10, July 15, and August 19 from
6:15-8:00 PM.
Mark your calendar for the
above dates and watch the
bulletin for further information. The Ecumenical Food
Pantry is located at 321 Fifth
Street. If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact
Liz Steen at 917-270-5439.

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

To mothers everywhere, be it by birth or by love.
We thank you for all you do and we wish you a Happy Mother’s Day!

WAYS TO GROW
NEW MEMBER CLASSES
If you’re interested in becoming a member of Milford United Methodist
Church, or simply curious and eager to learn more, we invite you to participate in our Spring New Member Classes.
WHEN: Monday, May 9th and Monday, May 16th from 7:00 pm – 8:30pm
WHERE: In-person in the Conference Room and online via Zoom link
bit.ly/MUMCZoom.
Please register with the church office by emailing MilfordMethodists@gmail.com
by Sunday, May 8th
*Reception of New Members will be on Pentecost Sunday, June 5th at 10:00 am Worship

