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MILFORD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

December 7, 2025|10:00 AM| 2nd Sunday of Advent | Holy Communion
Theme: Signs and Stories
Jennifer Lovallo, Pastor
Jeffrey Fornoff, Music Director

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Beloved, we gather to remember who we are, not who the world tells us to be.
We tell the story together of the day that all the earth awaits.
We recall the story of God’s people, how God has called us to live in
peace and righteousness in a world full of conflict and twisted morality.
We tell the story together of the day that all the earth awaits.
We recount the story of our journey with God, the moments of God’s provision,
God’s prodding, and God’s prophetic guidance.
We tell the story together of the day that all the earth awaits.
We gather to repent and return anew to God’s story that guides our lives to work
for peace and flourishing for all God’s creation.
We gather to tell the story of the day that all the earth awaits. Thanks
be to God! Amen.

CONGREGATION STANDS AS COMFORTABLE CONGREGATION RESPONSE IN BOLD Italic
Key to abbreviations: OT: Old Testament; NT: New Testament UMH: The United Methodist Hymnal

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH BELL CHOIR

*OPENING HYMN  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verses 1 & 2) UMH 211++

*PRAYER OF CENTERING

Come, Spirit of God, to rest on our community, embracing the poor, bringing equity
to the meek, turning away all expressions of evil. Come into this congregation to
enliven our worship, to immerse us in righteousness, and to prompt our
faithfulness. Rain on us your hope and joy and peace, filling the whole world with
your glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 3:1-12 NT p. 2-3

SERMON “Turn Around”

ANTHEM “Cry Out, Zion” Carl J. Nygard, Jr.
OFFERING

*DOXOLOGY “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH 95

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Persistent God, we have been called to prepare the way—not with platitudes, but
with changed hearts and lives. In this season of turning and anticipation, we offer
these gifts as signs that we long to live by your story. In the wilderness of fear and
want, may this offering clear a path for hope to be seen, known, and shared. In the
name of the one who is coming and is already among us—Christ, our Lord. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We
have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken
your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful
obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PARDON
Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s
love toward us.

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.
*PASSING OF THE PEACE



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
LORD’S PRAYER

RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP (Everyone is invited to come to the rail to receive
the bread and cup)

UMH 15-16

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given your-
self to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to
give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” UMH 213
*BENEDICTION
For all that has been...Thanks!
For all that will be...Yes!
*SENDING FORTH
POSTLUDE
GREETER| Hancock Family NURSERY| Jodi Hancock
LITURGIST| Dani Pentecharsky FELLOWSHIP | Lorna Cuevas
Thank you to all who claimed Angel Wish
Cards from our Tree in the Narthex of the # = J\
Church, there are still cards left to take and i Slng AlOIlg with
we hope to fulfill every wish, so take a look g
to see if there isn’t an opportunity for you Santa & F
to bring joy to the holidays for a local child. Community Dinner

Instructions are on the back of the cards
and we have tissue and gift bags available
and will accept gifts next Sunday, Dec.
14th or during office hours this week!
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followed by Soup Fellowship
Sunday, December 21* 5PM

* Saturday, December 13th

4:00 PM - Sing Along with Santa
5:00 PM - Lasagna Dinner *

sREE EVENT - All Are Welcome!
Come celebrate the joy of the season with
community, music, and delicious food.
| TP 5 Bring your holiday spirit and singing
V) voice - Santa will be there to join in!
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IMPORTANT CHURCH INFORMATION

CHILD CARE AVAILABLE (NURSERY LOCATED AT END OF HALL IN EDUCATION WING)
SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS 10:15 IN EDUCATION WING
(CHILDREN WILL BE ESCORTED TO CLASS AFTER CHILDREN’S MESSAGE)
e CHOIR REHEARSAL: Sunday at 8:30 AM in the Sanctuary
e BELL CHOIR REHEARSAL: Sunday at 11:30 AM in Sanctuary
e CRAFTY LADIES: Thursdays 9:30 AM
MEETING SCHEDULE and MEETING ZOOM LINK: bit.ly/MUMCZoom

¢ Monday, December 8th 6:00PM—Advent Study and Soup Supper
e Wednesday, December 10th— 6PM—Combined Finance & Church Council Mtg.
e Friday, December 12th—Pizza and Game Night (RSVP to church office by 12.11)
e Saturday, December 13th 4:00PM—Sing Along with Santa
5:00PM Community Dinner (Lasagna)

e Thursday, December 18th 7:00 PM—Faith & Fiction Book Group

December Book Selection: HOME by Marilyn Robinson (Read prior to Group)
e Sunday, December 21st 5:00 PM—Longest Night Taize Service & Vigil—Followed by

Soup & Sandwich Fellowship

e Wednesday, December 24th 7:00PM— Candlelight Worship with Choir & Bells

PRAYER LIST: Greg Hunt, Patrick Singer, Ronda Leister, Marshall Cooper, Mark Geleyn, Carolyn
Grossmann, Linda Ryder, Derrick White, Marie Fornoff, Scott Seltzer, Barbara Cooper, Beth
Klopfleisch, David Scheer, Mike St. Jean, Joanne Green, Sue Rhodes, Jacob Hernandez, Rebecca
Suarez, Barbara Brown, Nazareth, Dianne Siconolfi, Joe Schneider, Jim Schneider, The Tedesco
Family, John Rodriguez, Richard Holt, Geoff & Pam Sackett, Armando Avila, Agnes Halsey, David
Kent, James Bennet, Joan Pauley, Lori Sheppard, Nancy McKeen, Steve Urban, Brian Sheppard,
Barbara Urban, Lee Malone, Ellen Lee, Henry Salidino, Jim Lordi

Rev. Jennifer Lovallo, Pastor — jennlovallo@gmail.com - 201.314.8442

Office: 206 East Ann Street- 570.296.6124
milford
united methodist
church \

www.milfordmethodists.org -- milfordmethodists@gmail.com

Follow us on Instagram: @milfordmethodists
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