God of the ages, you have blessed
us with another year.

Help us to make room for the blessings
that are in store for us in the coming months.

May we be open to learn the right lessons,
even if they hurt a little.

Help us to be patient so that we
won't miss divine opportunities.

Show us how to be fulfilled without
material possessions, so that we will not
miss what it means to be a blessed people.

Enable us to be a blessing so you will
recognize us as the ones who gave you bread
when you were hungry, drink when you were

thirsty, and clothes when you were naked.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Adaptation of a prayer by the Rev. Kevin B. Smalls
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JENN

Dear Friends,

In 1755 John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement in the Church of England, celebrated
what was probably the first Covenant Service. He found the service rich and meaningful, writing in
his journal, “Many mourned before God, and many were comforted.” Traditionally in London these
services were held on New Year's Day, but around the country the Covenant Service was celebrated
whenever Wesley visited the Methodist Societies.

The heart of the service requires people to commit (or recommit) themselves to God. It has been
celebrated regularly throughout the Methodist movement, and later throughout the Methodist
denomination, for 250 years. Generations of people have been comforted and strengthened by
remembering God’s Covenant, and have experienced a sense of pardon and gratitude for God’s
grace.

In his invitation to the Covenant Service John Wesley reminds us that through Baptism we have
entered the Christian life, and have been redeemed. We have been sealed into a new covenant
through the blood of Jesus. In this covenant God promises to give us new life in Christ and we
pledge to live our lives for Jesus Christ alone.

As we begin a New Year | hope that you’ll take the time to remember your baptism, and be
thankful. Consider once again the promise God has fulfilled in Jesus, and the great love that has
been poured out upon us all. And when you're ready, recommit your life to God by joining in the
Wesley Covenant prayer:

I am no longer my own, but yours.
Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering,
Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you,
Praised for you or criticized for you.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing
| freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service.
And now, O wonderful and holy God,
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,
you are mine, and | am yours.
So be it.
And the covenant which | have made on earth,
Let it also be made in heaven. Amen.
Blessings for a Joyous New Year,

Pastor Jenn





















